


















Bitterroot Backcountry Cyclists 

923 Sleeping Child Rd 
Hamilton , MT 59840 

406 -381-4483 
savemontanatrails@bitterrootbackcountrycylists.org 

February 2, 2018 

Senator Steve Daines 
4321 First Street 
Washington D.C. 

Senator Daines, 

Outdoor recreation is essential to the Montana lifestyle and the reason many 
of  live here in the Bitterroot. Governor Bullock just proposed Office of  
Outdoor Recreation recognizing not only how critical outdoor recreation  is 
our Montana lifestyle, but also our economy. Mountain Biking and outdoor 
recreation in our state generates $5.8 billion in consumer spending, $1.5 
billion in wages and salaries, 64,000 direct jobs, and $403 million in state 
and local tax revenue annually. Outdoor recreation is the future of  
conservation. Those of  who play outside have a vested interest in protecting 
the landscape in a sustainable manner. That is why the 50 plus members the 
Bitterroot Backcountry Cyclists  (BBC) volunteer nearly 700 hours clearing 
and maintaining nearly 100 miles of  trail annually.  

Until two years ago many of  the trails we maintained under an agreement 
with the Bitterroot National Forest were in the Sapphire and Blue Joint 
Wilderness Study Areas. Unfortunately two years the Bitterroot Travel Plan 
closed over 100 miles of  trail in these areas to bicycles despite decades of  
quiet low impact use. As mandated by the Montana Wilderness Study Act of  
1977, these areas were evaluated by the Forest Service and the Sapphire 
WSA did receive a recommendation for wilderness designation, and only the 
half  of  Blue Joint WSA north of  Razorback mountain received a wilderness 
recommendation. 

With the Forest Service now managing the lands as de-facto wilderness 
contrary to their own recommendations, the absurdity of  “studying” these 
areas for close to 40 years is clear.  The BBC supports Senator Daines bill (S. 



2206) to release those WSAs, such as Sapphire and Blue Joint, that did not 
receive wilderness recommendation and have local support for this action.  
We understand that these areas will still be protected as Inventoried Roadless 
Areas which will restrict additional road building and logging.  Having 
ridden and explored these areas we believe this will balance recreational 
access with preservation. 

Sincerely, 

Lance Pysher, President Bitterroot Backcountry Cyclists 
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February 18, 2017 
 
 
Senator Steve Daines 
104 4th Street North, Suite 302 
Great Falls, MT 59401 
 
Re: Please rescind Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977 
 
Dear Senator Daines, 
 
We enjoy riding our OHVs on primitive trails and roads in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. All 
multiple-use land managed by the Forest Service provides a significant source of these OHV 
recreational opportunities. We have observed that 97% of the visitors to our public lands are there to 
enjoy motorized access and motorized recreational opportunities. We are passionate about OHV 
recreation for the following reasons: 
 
Enjoyment and Rewards of OHV Recreation 

• Opportunity for a recreational experience for all types of people. 
• Opportunity to strengthen family relationships. 
• Opportunity to experience and respect the natural environment. 
• Opportunity to participate in a healthy and enjoyable sport. 
• Opportunity to experience a variety of opportunities and challenges. 
• Camaraderie and exchange of experiences. 
• We like to build and maintain trails for all users. 
• For the adventure of it. 

 
We want to bring a problem to your attention that is important to many outdoor recreationists.  The 
problem involves two areas in the Lewis and Clark National Forest, Middle Fork of the Judith and 
the Big Snowies. These two areas are being held from the public by the Montana Wilderness Study 
Act of 1977 (MWSA 1977). The Middle Fork of the Judith in the Little Belts and the Big Snowies 
were designated wilderness study areas by a congressional act way back in the 1970's. The act 
clearly stated these areas were to be evaluated and designated as wilderness or returned to multiple-
use (https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/95/s393/text ). The law did not intend for these areas to 
remain in limbo for 40 years because of inaction but unfortunately that is what has happened.  
 
The Lewis and Clark National Forest is one of the most popular areas for outdoor recreation in 
Montana. Two of the most popular and scenic areas within the forest is the Middle Fork of the 
Judith River and the Big Snowies south of Lewistown. Unfortunately, multiple use of both areas by 
the public has been severely restricted by the MWSA 1977. The Act has been a critical factor in the 
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Forest Service's inability to develop a reasonable forest plan for the area.  Rescinding the MWSA 
1977 designation would open the area for enjoyment by all of the public and allow the Forest 
Service to better manage the forest in these two areas. 
 
The Forest Service has repeatedly stated these two areas should not be designated as wilderness and 
have recommended they be managed as non-wilderness lands as demonstrated by the following 
summary of land management actions: 
 

• 1960- the Multiple Use-Sustained Yield Act directs our forests to be managed for multiple 
use 

 
• 1972- RARE I Study- Middle Fork scores were not sufficient for wilderness designation 

 
• Montana Wilderness Study Act (MWSA of 1977)- designated areas in Middle Fork of the 

Judith River (92,000 acres) and the Big Snowies (98,000 acres) as study areas. 
o June 1977 to January 1979, the FS RARE II study (1970's) recommended further 

study before a final wilderness recommendation  could be made 
o In 1982, the FS completed the MWSA analysis and their Final Environmental 

Statement (FES) did not recommend the Middle Fork as a candidate for wilderness 
designation 

 
• In 1986, the Forest Service the Forest Plan Record of Decision for the Lewis and Clark 

National Forest recommended "non-wilderness for both areas" 
 

• In 2003, the Forest Service published the 'Judith Restoration Environmental Impact 
Statement" and did not recommend the Middle Fork of Judith for further study 

 
• Motorized recreationists was asked to support the Rocky Mountain Heritage Act since the 

Act released wilderness study areas (WSA) designation in other areas of the Front 
o Motorized recreationists asked that removal of the WSA designation be included as 

part of the legislation 
o Our request was addressed by Senator Baucus's office  

 
• In Montana, the wilderness experience already exists in many other places including: 

o 16 USFS Wilderness areas (3,606,715 acres) 
o 2 National Parks (3,233,113 acres),  
o 39 BLM managed lands (449,963 acres),  
o National Monuments,  
o National Wildlife Refuges, and  
o Conservation  Management Areas 

 
• These two areas have been "studied" since 1972 – over 44 years 

o Declaring these two areas as WSA's has restricted public use which was not 
supposed to happen per the original legislation unless they were officially designated 
as wilderness areas 

o Continued management as WSA's allows very limited management of the forest  
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• Removing this designation would facilitate Forest Service management of these areas and 

the forest surrounding them and allow the public much needed access and multiple-use 
opportunities 

 
Congressional action on the MWSA of 1977 is the only way that this situation can be fixed. We are 
asking you to help remove the Wilderness Study Area classification from the Middle Fork of the 
Judith River and the Big Snowies and also direct the Forest Service to manage these areas as non-
wilderness multiple-use areas as originally designated by congress in the Multiple-Use Act of 1960. 
We ask for your support to rescind the Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977 and return the 
Middle Fork of the Judith and the Big Snowies to multiple-use management for the benefit of all of 
the public.  
 
Thank you for considering our request. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/ CTVA Action Committee on behalf of our 240 members and their families and friends 
 
Capital Trail Vehicle Association (CTVA)1 
P.O. Box 5295 
Helena, MT 59604-5295 
 
Contacts: 
Doug Abelin, President at (406) 461-4818 dabelin@live.com  
Jody Loomis, VP  at (406) 459‐8114 jloomis@mt.net  

                                                 
1 CTVA is also a member of Montana Trail Vehicle Riders Association (mtvra.com), Blue Ribbon Coalition 
(sharetrails.org), and New Mexico Off highway Vehicle Alliance (nmohva.org),. Individual memberships in the 
American Motorcycle Association (ama-cycle.org), Citizens for Balanced Use (citizensforbalanceduse.com), Families 
for Outdoor Recreation (ffor.org), Montana 4X4 Association, Inc. (m4x4a.org), Montana Multiple Use Association 
(montanamua.org), Snowmobile Alliance of Western States (snowmobile-alliance.org), and United Four Wheel Drive 
Association (ufwda.org) 
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December 6, 2017 
 
Senator Steve Daines 
104 4th St N #302 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
 
Open Letter to Senator Steve Daines, 
 
Members of the Great Falls Bicycle Club seek your influence to help 
temper the current USFS drive to create defacto Wilderness areas 
throughout Montana and specifically in the Big Snowy Mountains.  
USFS bureaucrats have usurped Congress's power to create 
Wilderness by inappropriately managing public land areas that they 
have selected as Recommended Wilderness Areas as if those lands 
had already been designated by Congress as federally protected 
Wilderness.  USFS Region 1 guidelines (policies) effectively advocate 
for Wilderness and are therefore a gross overreach and abuse of the 
power we the people have entrusted to them. 
 
The bureaucrats' Forest Planning efforts in the HLCNF seem designed 
to undo your commendable efforts to release the Wilderness Study 
Areas that Congress designated in 1977.  The USFS would lock them 
up again in the current process as RWA's.  In the HLCNF, the WSA in 
the Big Snowy Mountains has been targeted as a potential RWA in the 
current Forest Planning process.  Bicyclists are very concerned about 
this alternative because the Snowys contain a regionally famous and 
well used mountain bike trail that would probably be closed to 
bicyclists if this area becomes an RWA so as to "maintain the area's 
Wilderness character". 
 
At a recent local meeting, the HLCNF Forest Supervisor, Bill Avey, 

was asked if he intended to implement the USFS Region One "policy" to manage any new 
RWA's he creates in the HLCNF to preclude uses that may damage future Wilderness 
designation.  He confirmed that this was his intention.  That intention will ban bicycle riding 
in the Snowy Mountains and all trails in the RWA's unless Supervisor Avey chooses to allow 
our "non-conforming use" to continue as allowed in the 2012 Planning Rule.  We fear he will 
kick us out, thus following in the footsteps of his predecessor, Spike Thompson, who kicked 
bicycles out of much of the Rocky Mountain Front in 2006 and was subsequently given a 

http://www.greatfallsbicycleclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Montana-Singletrack-Big-Snowys.pdf


Lifetime Achievement Award by the MWA and the Wilderness Society at his 2011 retirement 
party. 
 
Further concern comes from the wording of the recent Public Comment Summary of the 
HLCNF Forest Plan Revision Scoping Document.  Referring to bicyclist's comments as 
"Mechanized Use" is a typical Wilderness advocate’s distortion of the intent of the 
Wilderness Act.  The Act's original implementation language specifically prohibited "non-
human powered vehicles", i.e. motorized vehicles.  This implementation language was 
overturned in the early 1980's by powerful interest groups who selfishly strong armed the 
USFS to prohibit bicycles from Wilderness areas.  
 
We believe that following this Region One guideline (policy) is inappropriate for several 
reasons.  First, the Wilderness Act allowed Congress to create Wilderness, not federal 
agencies.  This is a perfect example of the kind of agency overreach that our President is 
pushing back against.  We have written to President Trump, asking that he examine this 
Region One unwritten policy.  Please encourage the USFS to reconsider this 
policy/guideline at the regional and national level. 
 
Second, there is no process to release these RWA's back to multiple use management once 
they are listed as RWA's.  Congress should mandate a specific retirement period for all 
RWA's that are not protected by Congress as Wilderness.  Please push for a reasonable 
retirement period. 
 
Third, Region One of the USFS has not been challenged by bicyclists in court concerning 
this 10 year old unwritten policy (guideline) until now.  The Bitterroot Backcountry Cyclists 
have joined with motorized groups to challenge this "policy" in the Bitterroot National Forest.  
A short summary of the current case status from one of the plaintiffs follows.   
"We filed for summary judgement about two or three weeks ago and as part of that I 
submitted my declaration to demonstrate I had standing.  Presumably the case will appear 
before the judge sometime in the first half of 2018.  For what it is worth the lawyer is more 
confident about this case than others since the Bitterroot NF was especially flagrant in 
basing their decision based on Region 1 guidance,  going as far as copy and pasting in text 
from the guidance into the EIS and ROD.  This makes it appear that the guidance from 
Region 1 HQ was not guidance but policy.  If so that would be a NEPA violation.  If we can 
establish that the guidance is being used as policy it will hopefully make it harder for the 
Forest Plan to implement their RW restrictions. The lawyer is especially optimistic about  
getting the trail closures to bikes reversed at least unit the FS redoes a NEPA and closes 
them again."   
Please stay abreast of this lawsuit and push the USFS to broadly implement any bicycling 
favorable rulings that may arise from this case. 
 
Finally, the Wilderness groups have far too much sway in Montana's federal land 
management policies.  For example, three of the MWA's 26 paid staffers met with GFBC 
representatives at the beginning of the HLCNF planning process.  John Todd, Casey 
Perkins, and Mark Good, kindly offered to consider supporting continued bicycling in the 
Snowys provided we support all of thier other RWA recommendations in the HLCNF and if 
we would oppose the STC's bill to lift the blanket ban on bicycling in Wilderness areas.  
"Thanks, but no thanks!"  Wilderness advocate's inappropriately powerful influence on USFS 
decisions is bad for Montana's outdoor economy and the health of our forests. 
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Judith Basin County Commission quote of support:  
 
“The Judith County Commissioners would ask Congress to remove the Wilderness Study Area 
classification from the Middle Fork of the Judith River in the Little Belt Mountains and have the Forest 
Service manage the Area as non-wilderness.”  
 
Cody McDonald  
Jim Moore  
Don Hajenga 
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Montana Association of Counties quote of support: 

“We urge Congress to take action on this long-overdue issue and release those lands determined 

through agency analysis as not suitable for wilderness designation.  The studies have been done, the 

reports have been filed, and recommendations have gone unnoticed for years while a failure to act has 

crippled the Forest Service’s ability to manage these public lands.” 

MACo Public Lands Committee Chairman, Greg Chilcott (Ravalli County Commissioner) 

 

 

 

 



 

Senator Steve Daines 
320 Hart Senate Office Building 
120 Constitution Ave NE  
Washington, DC 20002 
 
November 6, 2017 
 
Dear Senator Daines, 
 
Public lands are a hot topic on the Federal level these days. Here in Montana we have many different 
types of public land and the members of the Montana Farm Bureau Federation continue to be 
interested in the management of these lands. Our members appreciate that there is a renewed focus on 
the management of federal lands, especially with regard to Wilderness Study Areas. MFBF supports the 
release of all Wilderness Study Areas (WSA) that have been designated as WSAs for more than five years 
but have failed to reach wilderness status.   
 
As you know, there are around 40 Wilderness Study Areas in the state of Montana, many of which were 
designated as such more than forty years ago. Our members feel that five years is more than enough 
time for the agencies involved to properly “study” the validity of a wilderness designation. If Congress 
does not find that there is enough evidence supporting a full Wilderness designation after that period of 
time has elapsed, the land should be released from the “study” and returned to former management 
practices. Unfortunately, many WSAs have been under this designation for far longer than five years and 
as it currently stands, they are being managed very similarly to full-on Wilderness Areas, which inhibits 
the productivity of those lands, harming agriculture and other natural resource industries, as well as the 
small towns and communities that rely on those industries.  Established wilderness criteria threaten 
multiple use areas by prohibiting the use of motorized tools and mechanized vehicles in watershed 
management, trail maintenance, noxious weed control, and fire protection, all of which are important to 
agriculture and have direct effects on adjoining land. 
 
We appreciate you looking into this issue and considering agriculture’s concerns.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hans McPherson 
President  







 
 

Montana Outfitters and Guides Association 5 Microwave Hill Road Montana City MT 59634 

Honorable Senator Steve Daines (MT)  
320 Hart Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Daines,         February 1, 2018 
 
The Montana Outfitters and Guides Association (MOGA) appreciates your effort to address several 
Wilderness Study Areas in Montana and supports the Protect Public Use of Public Land Act of 2017.  
 
The Montana Wilderness Study Act passed Congress in 1977 and required the United States Forest 
Service to study certain landscapes and determine whether those lands were suitable for inclusion in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. The Wilderness Study Areas included in S. 2206, including the 
Sapphire, West Pioneer, Big Snowies, Middle Fork Judith, and a portion of the Blue Joint were not 
recommended for inclusion as wilderness and should no longer be subject to the designation. Nearly 40 
years later, Congress has not successfully removed these designations, resulting in insufficient planning 
for forest users and presenting challenges to land managers. Removing this designation will allow for 
these areas to be revisited within the forest planning process and move us forward toward a lasting 
resolution that could include everything from designated wilderness to general forest use.   
 
MOGA strongly supports access for all user groups and sound management of our public lands. Ensuring 
these areas are removed from a management directive that is not compatible with what the Forest 
Service studies concluded nearly 40 years ago will allow a new process to determine future 
management of these areas. MOGA would continue to actively participate in forest planning to help 
influence future land use decisions in these areas to ensure they reflect the diverse interests that 
Montanans expect from our public land; including motorized, mechanized, and quiet forms of recreation 
which is critical to the small businesses that constitute most outfitters and guides throughout Montana. 
Without a predetermined outcome, all user groups will be presented with an opportunity to engage in 
the planning process, which will ensure proper engagement on behalf of the public and finally move us 
forward in determining appropriate uses on the ground.  
 
Thank you for continuing to show leadership in reaching consensus on important public lands issues. 
From having successfully ushered the Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act through the United States 
House of Representatives as a Congressman to now tackling long overdue wilderness study areas, 
Montana Outfitters and Guides Association appreciates your thoughtful approach to difficult public land 
issues.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Mac Minard 
Montana Outfitters and Guides Association  
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 Montana Wool Growers Association quote of support:  
 
“The Montana Wool Growers Association lends its support to the Protect Public Use of Lands Act and 
thanks Montana Senator Steve Daines for his strong leadership on the same. This important bill is 
unique because it seeks to promote the use of public lands, as opposed to closing them off to public use 
– the latter being a trend all-too-often seen in recent years.  
 
Montana’s sheep industry has experienced first-hand and all too well the loss of public lands for multiple 
use, such as for grazing purposes, and the exploding growth of litigation resulting from Congress’ 40 
years of inaction on the Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977.  
 
As a result of the failure of Congress to act on public lands locked up by the Wilderness Study Act, for 
the last four decades, public lands in Montana have been treated like and have become de facto 
wilderness areas. This situation has resulted in the public being effectively blocked from using public 
lands that would otherwise be placed under the management directive of the U.S. Forest Service. It has 
also resulted in economic harm to the communities and industries that economically benefit from 
multiple use of public lands, such as the agriculture industry.  
 
MWGA commends Senator Daines for affirmatively acting on the directive of the Montana Legislature 
by introducing federal legislation to bring these lands out of legal limbo and releasing the WSAs in 
accordance with the recommendations made long ago by the Forest Service to do so. Montana’s sheep 
industry supported HJ 9 during the 2017 Montana legislative session because this agriculture industry 
knows it is well past time for Congress to complete the work that Congress was supposed to complete as 
far back as 1982.”  
 
Kevin Halverson, President, MWGA, Big Timber 



65th Legislature HJ0009

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO RELEASE CERTAIN WILDERNESS STUDY

AREAS IN MONTANA FROM CONSIDERATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS

PRESERVATION SYSTEM.

WHEREAS, the 95th Congress passed the Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977; and

WHEREAS, the Montana Wilderness Study Act required the Secretary of Agriculture to review certain

lands within 5 years to determine suitability for preservation as wilderness and report the findings to the President;

and

WHEREAS, almost 663,000 acres of land in Montana are designated under the Montana Wilderness

Study Act, including the:

(1)  West Pioneer Wilderness Study Area comprising approximately 151,000 acres;

(2)  Blue Joint Wilderness Study Area comprising approximately 61,000 acres;

(3)  Sapphire Wilderness Study Area comprising approximately 94,000 acres;

(4)  Ten Lakes Wilderness Study Area comprising approximately 34,000 acres;

(5)  Middle Fork Judith Wilderness Study Area comprising approximately 81,000 acres;

(6)  Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area comprising approximately 91,000 acres; and

(7)  Hyalite-Porcupine-Buffalo Horn Wilderness Study Area comprising approximately 151,000 acres; and

WHEREAS, the 5-year period for review mandated by the Montana Wilderness Study Act expired in

1982; and

WHEREAS, the vast majority of Montana lands identified in the Montana Wilderness Study Act have

never been formally recommended by the Secretary of Agriculture for inclusion in the National Wilderness

Preservation System and no law has been signed by the President to designate these lands as wilderness; and

WHEREAS, these Montana lands are in legal limbo, a situation that causes extensive federal litigation

as to what uses of the lands are appropriate and, in turn, places a burden on federal court resources; and

WHEREAS, uncertainty and wide swings in Executive Branch philosophy regarding the administration
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65th Legislature HJ0009

of these lands are costing the public millions of dollars as forest assets burn and deteriorate and as investments

in forest road construction and improvements are being deliberately destroyed; and

WHEREAS, administrative decisions and preservationist lawsuits have progressively reduced access

to public lands for forest managers and the public; and

WHEREAS, the long-term sustainability of public lands depends on good stewardship and professional

scientific site-specific management of forest resources; and

WHEREAS, Montana's historic heritage, customs, and culture are linked to the proper stewardship and

use of the state's natural resources; and

WHEREAS, these lands are defacto wilderness in lieu of congressional action, a situation that has

resulted in a waste of forest assets, no management of public forests, and a harmful reduction in forest road

construction and multiple-use access improvements; and

WHEREAS, the failure by Congress to release the lands locked up by the Montana Wilderness Study

Act of 1977 severely harms agriculture, timber harvesting, and multiple-use interests, as well as Montana

communities and Montana families economically supported by those activities; and

WHEREAS, it is the consensus of the Montana Legislature that more than sufficient time has passed for

the study of these lands as to their suitability for preservation as wilderness to be completed under the Montana

Wilderness Study Act; and

WHEREAS, national forest lands released from wilderness study would still be subject to the National

Forest Management Act, which requires extensive public involvement as the agency develops and updates plans

for the management and use of resources in each forest; and

WHEREAS, the Montana Legislature on behalf of the citizens of the state assert that the time is ripe for

final disposition of these lands.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislature supports scientific adaptive management to implement the multiple-use concept of

public land use as mandated by the Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act of 1960, to ensure the protection and

improvement of forest health, and to maintain and improve the sustainability of federal forests located in Montana.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the United States Congress enact legislation to release all wilderness

study areas identified and specified in the Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977 in order to secure the rights

of Montana citizens to use these public lands for public purposes, including for purposes of multiple recreation
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use, unless Congress confirms a study area for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress:

(1)  release all wilderness study areas and implement the concept of multiple use in order to fulfill the

federal mandate as required by the Forest Management Act of 1897 to manage the national forests to "improve

and protect the forest within the reservation, or for the purpose of securing favorable conditions of water flows,

and to furnish a continuous supply of timber for the use and necessities of citizens of the United States"; or

(2)  consider redesignating the wilderness study areas as national recreation areas or national

conservation areas.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in its deliberations, Congress consider the land management

alternatives in view of the Forest Management Act of 1897 in conjunction with the 2007 water compact between

the state of Montana and the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service since land management directly

impacts the volume, quantity, and timing of water flows from watersheds in these wilderness study areas and

impacts downstream water rights holders.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature urges the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture

to direct the Forest Service to immediately evaluate the impacts of the land management alternatives on the

watersheds in the wilderness study areas and downstream water rights holders to help inform Congress in its

deliberations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Governor of Montana, the

Montana Congressional Delegation, the United States Secretary of the Interior, the United States Secretary of

Agriculture, and the Chief of the United States Forest Service.

- END -

- 3 - Authorized Print Version - HJ 9

ENROLLED BILL



65th Legislature HJ0009

I hereby certify that the within joint resolution,

HJ 0009, originated in the House.

Speaker of the House

Signed this day

of , 2017.

Chief Clerk of the House

President of the Senate

Signed this day

of , 2017.
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 9

INTRODUCED BY K. WHITE, C. VINCENT

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO RELEASE CERTAIN WILDERNESS STUDY

AREAS IN MONTANA FROM CONSIDERATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS

PRESERVATION SYSTEM.



























 

SWMMBA Statement in Support of S.2206 
Protect Public Use of Public Lands Act 

 
The Southwest Montana Mountain Bike Association (“SWMMBA”) supports the Protect our 

Public Lands Act (S.2206), introduced by Senator Steve Daines in December of 2017.  SWMMBA is 
committed to both preserving and enhancing mountain bike access on our treasured public lands.  
S.2206 will release hundreds of thousands of acres of land in Montana encompassed in Wilderness 
Study Areas (“WSA”) since 1977.  The legislation which created these WSAs intended for a five (5) 
year window to determine the suitability for Wilderness status.  To date, Congress has failed to 
take action as to a majority of that land.  The result is that much of it is being managed as de facto 
Wilderness (and thereby prohibiting bicycle travel), despite the fact that Congress has never 
designated the land as Wilderness.  S.2206 will immediately open this land to preexisting public 
uses, with much of the land designated as “inventoried roadless area,” a designation which allows 
mountain bikes.  Despite some public protestations to the contrary, the land will remain public, 
and very wild in feel.    

For mountain bikers this Bill is important not only because it will lift the prohibition on 
mechanized travel in many of Montana’s WSAs, but also because it will subject this land to visible 
and open Forest Service Planning and Travel Management processes.  Those future processes will 
take place in the public forum with input from all local user and interest groups, including 
mountain bikers.  SWMMBA and other like-minded groups will have an opportunity to advocate 
for appropriate mountain bike access. SWMMBA’s recent participation in the Gallatin Forest 
Partnership, with a resulting agreed proposal recently submitted to the Forest Service, convinces 
SWMMBA that diverse interests can collaborate in the forest planning and management process.  
It is SWMMBAs hope that such collaboration will lead to great results not just for mountain bikers, 
but for all forest users and advocates.  

The WSAs of Montana have remained in legal limbo for far too long.  After nearly 40 years 
these lands deserve to be released from what was only intended to be a temporary WSA process.   
 
 
On Behalf of SWMMBA’s Board of Directors: 
 
 
 
 
Ian Jones 
President 
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