
 

Brief History on Daines and Public Lands 

Stakeholder Quotes that Applaud Daines for Pursuing Mandatory Funding of LWCF   

“Senator Daines has been and continues to be a Land and Water Conservation Fund champion. 

He understands the value of the LWCF to Montana conservation, outdoor recreation and 

recreational access, and he consistently backs up his vocal support  of LWCF funding with votes, 

actions and leadership.” -Glenn Marx, Executive Director, Montana Association of Land 

Trusts  

“Senator Daines should be commended for leading the fight with Senate Republicans to increase 

LWCF funding for next year. Instead, some groups continue to hold him personally responsible 

for LWCF appropriations. These groups either fail to understand how the appropriations process 

works or are driven by politics.” – Kyle Weaver, President, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation  

“Montana Trout Unlimited is committed to permanent, full, dedicated funding for the Land and 

Water Conservation Fund. The program is critical to our efforts towards conserving, protecting, 

and restoring our state’s world-class native coldwater fisheries and our best-in-the-nation stream 

access opportunities that support Montana’s robust outdoor economy. If you spend time on the 

Yellowstone, Missouri, Big Hole, or other treasured river in Montana LWCF helped make your 

experience possible. Thankfully, Senator Steve Daines understands the benefits of a fully funded 

LWCF and has been working to ensure Congress delivers on the LWCF promise for Montana 

and our outdoor traditions.” – David Brooks, Executive Director, Montana Trout Unlimited 

“The Trust for Public Land applauds the commitment Sen. Daines continues to demonstrate to 

LWCF, to the places it protects all across our state and the West, and to the countless Montanans 

and visitors who depend on LWCF for their outdoor access and experiences.  This bill would 

guarantee the critical funding to make good on the original promise of LWCF, which was 

recently affirmed when Congress permanently reauthorized this cornerstone conservation 

program.   We have seen just how vital that funding is here in Montana, and we appreciate 

Senator Daines’s leadership in working to secure it.” - Dick Dolan, Northern Rockies Director, 

The Trust for Public Land 

“From increased public land access to protecting working lands and wildlife habitat, all 

Montanans will benefit from a fully funded, permanently-reauthorized Land and Water 

Conservation Fund (LWCF). We are heartened by the continued bipartisan efforts to ensure a 



fully funded LWCF crosses the finish line.” - Barb Cestero, Senior Regional Representative, 

The Wilderness Society 

"The Land and Water Conservation Fund is essential to protecting habitat for wildlife and access 

for hunters and anglers.  Fully funding LWCF will help protect our outdoor heritage and our 

outdoor economy.  We thank Senator Daines for working with his colleagues in a bipartisan way 

to advance this Montana priority." - Dave Chadwick, Executive Director, Montana Wildlife 

Federation 

"The Montana land trust community is pleased to continue to see the Montana delegation lead 

the charge in Congress for full Land and Water Conservation Fund funding levels. The LWCF is 

America's premier conservation program and provides significant outdoor recreation, 

recreational access, conservation, agriculture, forest management and community benefits to 

Montana and the nation." - Glenn Marx, Executive Director, Montana Association of Land 

Trusts   

“This is one of the smartest investments Congress can make. The Land and Water Conservation 

Fund has made a lasting impact in every state in America, spurring increased access and more 

recreational opportunity. This legislation will send meaningful resources to ground that benefit 

hunters and anglers for generations to come.” - Whit Fosburgh, President and CEO, Theodore 

Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 

“RMEF sincerely appreciates Senators Daines, Gardner and Manchin for stepping up with 

legislation to provide full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund. As of early 

September 2018, LWCF provided more than $108 million in funding that assisted 80 different 

RMEF land projects that permanently protected more than 152,000 acres of wildlife habitat. This 

bill will build on the momentum created when the Natural Resources Management Act was 

signed into law last month, permanently reauthorizing this critical conservation program.” - Kyle 

Weaver, President and CEO, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 

“Simms Fishing Products and other businesses rely on Montana’s healthy outdoor recreation 

economy and the public lands that fuel it. The Land and Water Conservation Fund is a vital 

component of providing access to public lands and waters for anglers throughout the West and 

we appreciate Senator Daines efforts to continue pushing for full funding of the program” - K.C. 

Walsh, Chairman, Simms Fishing Products 

Stakeholder Quotes From Historic Lands Package Signing (03/12/19): 

“Senator Daines played a key role in helping pass the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, 

Management and Recreation Act in the Senate. RMEF particularly appreciates his tenacity on 

behalf of the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which this bill reauthorizes permanently, and 

its provisions to improve access to federal lands for hunting, fishing and recreational shooting. 

These are priorities RMEF has been working on for many years and we are pleased Congress 

was able to pass it and deliver it to the President for his signature.” - R. Kyle Weaver, President 

& CEO, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 



“Senator Daines repeatedly stepped up to press the case for permanent reauthorization of 

LWCF.  His efforts on the Senate floor and behind the scenes made a real, important difference 

in getting this bill to the President’s desk for signing.  We look forward to continuing our work 

with Senator Daines to secure full, dedicated funding for America’s most vital conservation 

program.”-- Dick Dolan, Northern Rockies Director, The Trust for Public Land  

“This bipartisan legislation shows that Americans are united in support of public lands, clean 

water and rural conservation projects. We applaud Senator Daines' tireless efforts to permanently 

reauthorize the Land Water and Conservation Fund. For more than a half century, LWCF has 

helped Montanans from Ekalaka to Eureka access their public lands, maintain their county parks 

and build new trails. We look forward to continuing to work with Senator Daines to support 

public lands and conservation projects in the Big Sky state.” Scott Brennan, Montana State 

Director, The Wilderness Society 

“AFFTA has long stood by the conservation, restoration, and protection of our public lands and 

waters. The permanent reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation Fund as part of the 

lands package will ensure that each and every one of us will have the freedom and access to 

enjoy our wild and natural spaces, whether we fish, hunt, hike, camp, ride, or simply visit. We 

thank Senator Daines for his leadership in rallying the tremendous bipartisan support that this bill 

received, and are grateful to see this bill signed into law.”- Ben Bulis, President, American Fly 

Fishing Trade Association  

“This historic legislation will both open and improve access to federal lands benefitting 

Montana’s sportsmen and women. We applaud Senator Daines for his leadership on passing this 

bill that also takes steps to curtail costly frivolous litigation and permanently reauthorizes 

LWCF. Montana wins, and we thank you.” - Dan Stusek, Executive Director, Montana 

Outdoors Coalition 

"Montana’s public lands provide a platform for economic advantages, and invaluable business 

opportunities across the state.  The Land and Water Conservation Fund has contributed roughly 

$587 billion for recreation and conservation projects across Montana since its inception over 50 

years ago.  Business for Montana’s Outdoors couldn’t be more pleased by the good work of 

Senator Daines and our entire Congressional delegation, for getting LWCF finally across the 

finish line to permanent reauthorization - and we remain hopeful that the next step to safeguard 

this program for all Montana businesses is full, dedicated funding.” - Marne Hayes, Executive 

Director, Business for Montana’s Outdoors     

Press Releases and News Articles:  

 

10/19: https://billingsgazette.com/opinion/columnists/guest-opinion-credit-montana-s-senators-

for-conservation-leadership/article_a6ecfded-0e6c-5be7-8323-73ba700e6ba7.html   

 

10/19: https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/as-us-senate-debates-spending-fight-for-

conservation-money-continues/article_fd4342da-78ac-5e4d-ac37-ebd265fb2906.html     
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09/19(Audio):https://www.dropbox.com/s/a1too5esutkiiyu/09.24.19%20LWCF%20Approps%2

0Interior.mp4?dl=0  

 

09/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-leads-bipartisan-effort-for-full-

permanent-funding-of-lwcf-   

 

09/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-secures-over-1-million-lwcf-

funding-for-public-access-outdoor-recreation-in-montana-  

 

08/19: https://billingsgazette.com/opinion/columnists/guest-opinion-senators-support-lwcf-

gianforte-should-too/article_a226f779-4296-5530-b1c9-95673422afa4.html   

 

08/19: https://billingsgazette.com/opinion/columnists/guest-opinion-stop-playing-politics-with-

lwcf/article_3b23ffd9-9eb7-504f-bb0f-02cd2b85d151.html  
  
05/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-fights-for-lwcf-funding   
  
04/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-fights-for-mandatory-funding-

of-lwcf-  
  
03/19 https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/daines-murkowski-talk-public-lands-in-bozeman   
  
03/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-delivers-historic-conservation-

win-for-montana  
  
02/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-bipartisan-public-lands-

package-one-step-closer-to-law  
  
02/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-secures-10-million-increase-in-

funding-for-lwcf-  
  
02/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-to-house-leadership-vote-on-

bipartisan-public-lands-package  
  
02/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-historic-conservation-win-

passes-senate  
  
01/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-secures-vote-on-bipartisan-

public-lands-package  
  
01/19: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-cosponsors-bipartisan-public-

lands-package-with-critical-montana-conservation-priorities  
  
12/18: https://ktvq.com/news/montana-news/2018/12/20/daines-vows-to-get-land-and-water-

conservation-act-before-congress-in-early-2019/  
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10/18: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-fights-for-montana-priorities-

in-year-end-legislative-package  
  
09/18: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-gardner-burr-lead-lwcf-

colloquy-on-senate-floor  
  
08/18: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-pushes-for-permanent-

reauthorization-full-funding-of-lwcf  
  
07/18: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-we-must-permanently-

reauthorize-lwcf  
  
06/18: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-calls-for-permanent-

reauthorization-and-full-funding-of-lwcf-  
  
06/18: https://www.missoulacurrent.com/government/2018/06/tester-daines-conservation-fund/  
  
04/17: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-joins-bipartisan-group-of-

senators-to-gain-permanent-reauthorization-of-the-land-and-water-conservation-fund  
  
01/17: https://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/daines-meets-zinke-

with-long-wishlist-for-next-interior-secretary/article_5e66f842-e44c-5b0a-9be8-

a0c95e8f6a8d.html  
  
09/16: https://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/stories/1060043434   
  
04/16: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-stands-up-for-montanans-way-

of-life  
  
04/16: https://helenair.com/news/natural-resources/senate-permanently-reauthorizes-land-and-

water-conservation-fund/article_856a0da2-f4fc-5ffa-86f0-7759a2fb8f4b.html   
  
04/16: https://missoulian.com/news/local/senate-passes-energy-bill-with-major-montana-

provisions/article_eaf105ea-d261-5646-ab9c-6128444af997.html  
  
04/16: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/montana-receives-almost-900000-for-

local-lwcf-projects  
  
11/15: https://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/11/21/montana-congressional-delegation-urges-senate-

leaders-to-fully-fund-lwcf/  
  
11/15: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-helps-move-forward-key-

legislation-to-reauthorize-lwcf-expand-access-to-public-lands   
  
11/15: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/tester-daines-urge-senate-to-

permanently-reauthorize-and-fully-fund-lwcf   
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11/15: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/tester-daines-urge-senate-to-

permanently-reauthorize-and-fully-fund-lwcf   
  
10/15: https://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/10/21/the-rise-of-the-conservative-conservationist/    

 

09/15: https://missoulian.com/news/local/tester-daines-can-t-convince-republicans-to-

reauthorize-conservation-fund/article_e0bdceb1-35bc-5955-a950-801737102afa.html  
  
09/15: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-rallies-senators-in-support-of-

lwcf-reauthorization  
  
08/15: https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/daines-talks-conservation-

lwcf-in-ennis/article_0364d834-8064-5a59-8113-968d2a20d289.html   
  
07/15: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-helps-secure-permanent-

reauthorization-of-lwcf-in-bipartisan-energy-bill   
  
06/15: https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-secures-additional-support-for-

lwcf  
  
Twitter:  
 

09/19: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1174049279222124551   

 

08/19: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1166462892230791168  

 

07/19: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1153319930315661323  

 

06/19: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1143594528173174784  

 
05/19: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1126133142518210560?s=20  
  
03/19: https://twitter.com/stevedaines/status/1105543051014012928    
  
02/19: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1100542744194355201?s=20  
  
01/19: https://twitter.com/stevedaines/status/1083799809511833601    
  
01/19: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1083170939582513152   
   
12/18:  https://twitter.com/CDNST1/status/1076593119519563776?s=20  
  
11/18: https://twitter.com/OIA/status/1068193120938950656?s=20   
  
11/18: https://twitter.com/LWCFCOALITION/status/1068219247657140224?s=20   
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https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-rallies-senators-in-support-of-lwcf-reauthorization
https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-rallies-senators-in-support-of-lwcf-reauthorization
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/daines-talks-conservation-lwcf-in-ennis/article_0364d834-8064-5a59-8113-968d2a20d289.html
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/daines-talks-conservation-lwcf-in-ennis/article_0364d834-8064-5a59-8113-968d2a20d289.html
https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-helps-secure-permanent-reauthorization-of-lwcf-in-bipartisan-energy-bill
https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-helps-secure-permanent-reauthorization-of-lwcf-in-bipartisan-energy-bill
https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-secures-additional-support-for-lwcf
https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-secures-additional-support-for-lwcf
https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1174049279222124551
https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1166462892230791168
https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1153319930315661323
https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1143594528173174784
https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1126133142518210560?s=20
https://twitter.com/stevedaines/status/1105543051014012928
https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1100542744194355201?s=20
https://twitter.com/stevedaines/status/1083799809511833601
https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1083170939582513152
https://twitter.com/CDNST1/status/1076593119519563776?s=20
https://twitter.com/OIA/status/1068193120938950656?s=20
https://twitter.com/LWCFCOALITION/status/1068219247657140224?s=20


  
10/18: https://twitter.com/Backcountry_H_A/status/1047499540562100224?s=20  
  
10/18: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1047179300041052160?s=20      
  
10/18: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1053710760378019842?s=20  
  
09/18: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1045020440715034624?s=20    
  
08/18: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/1029031088289505283   
  
06/18: https://twitter.com/AmericanHiking/status/1009432771855601664?s=20  
  
06/18: https://twitter.com/SenatorBurr/status/1009189813835255808?s=20  
  
06/18: https://twitter.com/stevedaines/status/1009433484509831168?lang=en   
  
10/17: https://twitter.com/SteveDaines/status/915938798890029056   
  
09/15: https://twitter.com/Wilderness/status/649272328543686657?s=20  
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